DEBATE ON INDIAN   POSITION

Social Democracy. The going back on the independence resolution by the
Indian National Congress ; the hesitation of even the left wing Nationalists to
denounce openly the princes and others in open alliance with the British
imperialists ; the dread of the Nationalists to pat forward a concrete economic
programme which alone can move the masses to action ; the disgusting ^ hacks
about round table conferences ; the renewal of faith in constitutional agitation,
negotiations and appeals as the means for achieving independence and above all
the apathetic if not objectively hostile attitude displayed by most nationalists
towards the strikers in Bombay and the Meerut prisoners, Politt cited, as
examples showing the extent of the capitulation made by the leaders of the Natio-
nalist Movemenf in India to British imperialism which given an inch has not failed
to take a yard.

"The concluding part of Pollitt's speech was devoted to the War pre-
parations of the imperialist powers. On the basis of figures "taken from the League
of Nations and other official publications and quotations from the imperialist
press, he had no difficulty in proving the existence, extent and object of these
preparations. The imperialists while divided on various questions are united in
wanting to smash the Soviet Union which by its very existence helps the formation
of militant labour organisations in Europe and hastens the awakening of the colonial
masses. 'The imperialists have not so far launched an open military attack on the
Soviet Union, not so much on account of the differences among themselves as
on account of their fear of internal opposition. Recognition of this fact is to-day
influencing them to transfer the centre of their anti-Russian activites from Europe to
Asia, principally to China and India. Wfren the imperialists are sure of being able
to employ the men and money of these countries for attacking the Soviet Union in
the interests of world capitalism and .imperialism, which will enable them to
devote more attention from a military point of view for dealing with the situation at
home, will commence the war* against Russia as a logical consequence. Govern-
ments do not indulge in militay preparations and alliances only to amuse themselves.
The timely revolution in Afghanistan is not an accident. The new propaganda
against Russia in India, the new trade union and press laws and the Meerut trial
are really aimed against the Indian independence movement. They all are quite
timely.

"The transparently honest, frank and fearless comments of Politt did not
fail to produce a profound impression on the delegates and audience. Even
Maxton who must have followed the logic of Pplitt's arguments heartily cheered.
Politt had made it clear that genuine anti-imperialist has no place in the
Independent Labour Party, All that Maxton could say in reply, he did it with
studied grace and staged conviction, was that he would continue to fight against
the Labour imperialists and if he did not do it energetically, consistently and con-
tinuously, the League could accuse him at its next Congress. The explanation
fell on deaf ears. Does Maxton seriously expect it is possible to bring about
a conversion in Mac Donald ? Did not Maxton only a fortnight ago in the House
of Commons after an academic opposition to the statements of the Government
members promise patience and subservience to Mac Donald ? This he did in spite
of MacDonaId;s refusing even a discussion on the Indian question, refusing tp
recognise Russia except on the conditions formulated by Chamberlain and refusing to
withdraw the British troops of occupation from the Rhine-land. The present
Secretary of State for India whose attitude tonvards the Meerut prisoners is in
no way different from that of his predecessor in office, one delegete announced,
discomfortingly to Maxton, is a member of the Independent Labour Party. And
Maxton, President of the I. I. P., denounced the Meerut trial as a savage and
"barbarous affair. No wonder Maxton's feeble explanation only led to stronger
condemnation of the Independent Labour Party from the speakers Indian, Negro
and Chinese that followed. The admirable patience and4 the astounding sticking
power displayed by Maxton in the face of the attacks from all sides hurled against
him is perhaps more a sign of his determination to render greater service to his
party than to the anti-imperialist struggle. This at any rate was the general
impuession/